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2010 Annual General Meeting  

W e open our February monthly 
meeting with the Annual General 

Meeting. Notice of the AGM was included 
in last monthôs Newsletter, or was sent by 
email or post to members in accordance 
with our Constitution.  The notice of the 
AGM included Minutes of the 2009 AGM 
and written committee reports which will 
not be read to the meeting.  We like to 
keep the formalities of the AGM to a 
minimum so we can get on with usual 
meeting activities.  

There will be some new faces on the new 
committee because two stalwarts Pauline 
and Paul de Lepervanche will not be 
nominating this year. They have made a 
major contribution to the success of our 
Computer Group over the years and will 
be greatly missed. They will of course 
remain members and continue help out 
from time to time at our monthly meetings 
and classes. 

Outgoing Committee  

2009 was an extremely busy year and we 
held a record number of courses with a 
very high student attendance rate. The 
Telstra courses added to our normal 
activities and the committee members 
were kept very busy throughout the 
year.  I would like to express my great 
appreciation for all their hard work on 
behalf of members.  

Teachersô Helpers 

We are fortunate to have a number of our 
more experienced members as teachersô 
helpers.  Working under the direction of 
teachers they provide valuable hands-on 
help to members in our classes. Our 
beginners really appreciate their help as 
they learn to master new skills.            

 

One teacher just cannot offer the 
individual attention needed by each 
student without disrupting the session. 

The helpers recently attended a 
workshop (pictured below)  to further 
enhance their teaching skills. Participants 
contributed to discussions which 
identified common student problems 
experienced in classes and effective 
ways to deal with them. They also have a 
greater understanding of how lessons are 
prepared and delivered by the 
teachers.  They have become more 
competent and confident in their coaching 
skills which will further improve the quality 
of our lessons. They nominated 
themselves for classes for the year which 
is greatly appreciated and Peggy has 
prepared a helpersô roster.  I would like to 
thank them for their dedication and 
enthusiasm. 

It is important we spread the teaching 
skills to more members so that in time 
they feel confident to run classes. I hope 
we will gradually develop some of our 
helpers into computer teachers. We will 
take a gradual and gentle approach by 
having some helpers running small 
segments of a lesson under the guidance 
of a teacher so they develop confidence 
to eventually run a whole session.  

Some of the helpers will be attending a 
Teachers Forum to provide them with 
additional skills to prepare and run a 
lesson segment.  I look forward to having 
a greater number of teachers and helpers 
available so the Computer Group can 
continue to offer a wide variety of 
computer classes for members. 

Harry Bryant  

Winner of the ASCCA 2009 Newsletter Competi tion  
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 2010 Subscription Renewals  
2010 membership subscriptions may 
be paid at the monthly General 
Meetings, or by mail to our P.O. Box.  

Methods of payment:-  

Cash  - correct change only please 

Cheques  -  accepted, payable at the Meeting, or by 
post via our P.O Box 2135, Port Macquarie. 

EFTPOS  -  not available 

Your payment should be accompanied by the  
Membership Form and Self Assessment 
Questionnaire obtainable from the Membership 
Officer, Kaye.    

Note. To remain a current financial member you 
must re-subscribe by 1st March 2010.   

Safely Remove the USB Flash Drive  

Y ou are probably aware it is not 
good practice to just unplug a 

USB Flash Drive  from your computer 
when you wish to remove it.  Even 
when you are not using the Flash 
Drive , the computer may be reading 
and writing to it in the background.  

The normal way to is to click on  the óSafely Remove 
Hardwareô icon (above) in your Notification Area 
(bottom right hand corner of the Taskbar) and this will 
tell Windows  you're about to remove a device so 
Windows can finish whatever it needs to do with it. If 
you don't follow this procedure then you may corrupt 

the contents of the Flash Drive . 

When Windows  is ready, a small box will open 
advising ñSafe to remove hardwareò - you may now 
safely unplug the USB flash drive. 

What to do if you canôt find the óSafely 
Removeô icon. 

An easier way and one that I use, is to click on 
Computer (My Computer) and all your drives will 
appear.  Right click on the USB Flash Drive you wish 
to remove, a drop down box will appear, click on 
óEjectô (half way down), then left click on the box at 
the bottom of your screen.  You may now safely 
remove your Flash Drive . 

If you donôt have the Computer (My Computer) icon 
on your desktop, then click on the Start Button and 
then Computer and follow the procedure in the 
paragraph above. 

-  John  

Hmm....  easier said than done! 

 New BigPond Broadband Plans  

G one are the days when BigPond charged you 
$39.95 for 400Megabytes per month, plus any 

excess charges. 
This Plan was very restrictive and almost unworkable 
for our current Internet and email needs. 
BigPond have announced two new Plans:- 

ADSL  (via your phone line)  or,  

Wireless  anywhere thereôs a NextG  signal 

If you have a Telstra Homeline  (normal phone) you will 
get a $10.00 Broadband discount, plus an additional 
$10.00 if you have a Telstra Mobile phone on a $20 
(or higher) plan.  

Examples of ADSL Broadband are :  

2GB per month     $39.95 

12GB per month              $59.95 

Take $20.00 off if you have  a 
Home Phone and Telstra Mobile  
as above 

                    Modem free  
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Examples of Wireless Broadband are: - 

1GB per month       $39.95 

3GB per month        $59.95 

Again, take $20.00 off if you have both Home Phone 
and Mobile as above. 

With Wireless Broadband you get the choice of a 
BigPond Elite TM  Network Gateway  ($199 upfront) or 
a BigPond Turbo TM USB Mobile Card (free on 24 
month plan).  

If you have a laptop computer, then a 
BigPond Turbo TM USB Mobile Card will 
enable you to be on-line anywhere in the 
BigPond NextG mobile network area. 
This is powered from your USB port. 

However, if you have  one (or more)  
Desktop  computers, plus one, or more 
Laptops  you wish to use on-line at the 
same time, then a BigPond Elite TM 
Network Gateway  is the way to go.  This 
requires a 240vac power supply but can 
be taken with you when you travel.  

NOTE You should be aware that when 
you change to Wireless Broadband, you will need to 
change your username as it cannot be transferred 
from your  Dial -up, or ADSL  account. 

The above is just a guide, there are more BigPond 
Plans  available. Contact BigPond  on 1800 220 030 to 
obtain a plan that suits your needs and purse. If you 
proceed, you will get a Self Install Kit and you can  
contact BigPond on 133 933 if you need help. 

Remember BigPond  Broadband  is the best and 
fastest Internet connection available and the NextG  
Mobile Network  has the greatest  Wireless coverage in 
Australia. 

Staying  connected - John  

 

 


