
Harryôs Comments 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF PORT MACQUARIE  SENIORSô COMPUTER GROUP INC. 

Port Macquarie Seniorsô  
Computer Group Inc.  
P.O. Box 2135  
Port Macquarie  NSW 2444  

E-mail:  
portseniors.pc@gmail.com  

Website:  
www.portseniorspc.org.au  

 C O M M I T T E E  

 
President  
Harry  
 
 
 
 
Vice President  
Web Administrator  
Peggy   

 

 
 
Secretary  
Treasurer  
Graham  
 
 
 
 
Membership  
Kaye  
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor  
John  
 
 
 
 
Publicity  
Keith    
 
 
 
 
Social Secretary  
Joy  

 

 

 

Committee  
Keith  
 

DISCLAIMER: 

This newsletter is provided ñAs Isò 
without warranty of any kind.  Each 
reader of the PMSCG newsletter 
assumes complete risk as to the 
accuracy and subsequent use of its 
contents. 

Course attendance  

I T IS GRATIFYING TO see that many of our 
computer courses are popular and well 

attended.  Peggy and Joy have contributed to 
this success by actively promoting the 
courses to members at monthly meetings and 
weekly classes.  We have a greater variety of 
courses available this year which means our 
members can indulge their passions once 
they have attended a beginnerôs course and 
learned some basic computing skills.  Many 
of these courses such as Digital 
Scrapbooking  and Fun with Word  meet the 
needs of those with a more creative or artistic 
bent and are fun. 

These more advanced courses require 
members to have mastery of the mouse and 
some basic skills necessary to create a file or 
folder, cut and paste and do some basic 
formatting skills.   

I urge members who are resisting using a 
mouse to persevere with learning this skill 
which becomes so important when learning to 
use photo editing programs like the Gimp and 
is like a third hand.  For those with arthritic 
hands, there are special mouses available 
which might be more appropriate for their 
needs. 

Bring the right equipment to classes  

All members should remember to bring a 
USB Flash drive to classes so they can save 
any work they have done in class to work on 
at home.  I would also suggest members 
keep a small indexed notebook so they can 
write down any useful information they learn 
at classes and meetings.  I have used a 
notebook for years.  It contains useful 
websites and other important information 
about my computer, e.g., serial numbers etc., 
in one place rather than on scraps of paper 
which get lost.  Also bring your pen and  
spectacles so that you can see what is on the 
screen, the monitor, your notebook and the 
training notes. 

For those who bring their lap-tops to class 
make sure you bring the mouse and electrical 
leads as well.  Lap-tops batteries do not last 
long if not fully charged and we have had 
some lap-tops run out of power before the 
end of a lesson. It is also important the lap-
top software e.g. Microsoft Office and  

 

antivirus programs are updated before the 
class.  We have noticed many members do 
not carry out basic maintenance on their 
computers like Disk Cleanup  which removes 
unnecessary files and Defragmentation  
which boosts the performance of a computer. 
We are running a Computer Maintenance 
course later in the year which will show 
members how to carry out these tasks. 

Treasurerôs Report 

Graham reports our current balance is 
$11,307.00.  Our Computer Group is in a 
healthy financial state thanks to the watchful 
eyes of our current and past Treasurers.  The 
Computer Group has regular expenses to pay 
including hire fees for venues, printing, paper, 
internet access, maintenance of computers 
and equipment, insurance and many other 
day to day expenses.   

It is important to have a reserve of funds for 
unexpected costs like upgrading equipment 
and software.  It is also important we keep 
our members up to date with technological 
developments which sometimes requires the 
committee to buy new equipment or software. 
We should also have contingency funds for 
unexpected needs. Some items like projector 
lamps are very expensive. 

Membership  

Our current membership is 174.  Many of our 
new members join on the recommendation of 
existing members.  Please note our next 
Beginnersô Course will be held on Monday 
28th June, so it is a good time to tell your 
friends, but they would need to join and put 
their names down before the course list fills 
up. 

Publicity  

Keith, our Publicity Officer was recently 
interviewed by Cameron Marshall on local 
ABC radio.  Keith extolled the many things we 
do in our computer group and I expect the 
broadcast will induce even more seniors to 
join us. This of course imposes an extra 
burden on the committee, teachers and 
teacherôs helpers and I greatly appreciate 
what they do for our members. 

- Harry  
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  Todayôs guest speaker is Harry Pears talking about the óQuirky QWERTY Keyboardô 



 
The wireless telegraph is not difficult to 
understand. The ordinary telegraph is like a very 
long cat. You pull the tail in New York, and it 
meows in Los Angeles. The wireless is the same, 
only without the cat. 

Albert Einstein (1879 -1955)   

   

TROVE: THE NATIONAL  LIBRARY WEBSITE 

T he National Library in Canberra launched its web-
based treasure óTroveô of archives on 28 April 2010 

This took three years to develop and holds 90million 
items drawn from over 1,000 Australian libraries. 

The Trove website is about Australia and Australians and 
includes:  

¶ Australian Newspapers 1803ð1954 

¶ Archived websites 1996ðnow 

¶ Books, Journals, Magazines, articles 

¶ Pictures and Photos 

¶ Diaries and Letters 

¶ Maps 

¶ Music, Sound and video 

¶ People and Organisations 

Take a fascinating trip through Australian 
Newspapers right back to 1803.  Look at Sydney 
Morning Herald archives since it was launched in 
1831. Type in your birth date and find what happened 
on that dayðapart from being born that is! 

Take a look at Pictures & Photos of óSydney 
Harbour Bridge 1930ô and view wonderful photos of 
the two halves of the arch about to be joined. Also, 
find out about the two ócreeper cranesô used in its 
construction. 

Under the Archived Websites tab, I entered our 
clubôs name and found that Rob Oakeshott visited us 
during Seniors Week February 2003; he was very 
impressed with our computer knowledge and pleased 
we had received a grant. 

To make a search , first click on one of the headers 
listed above, then type your subject in the Search bar 
the same way you would with Google; include dates 
and subject matter. 

Another one to add to óMy Favouritesô  - John  

UPDATE óDO NOT CALLô REGISTRATION 

F 
OUR MILLION  AUSTRALIANS  have 
registered on the Do Not Call Register 

(DNCR) to limit those pesky and unwanted 
telemarketing calls to landline phones and 
mobiles: why do they always seem to 
coincide with the evening meal?   

The DNCR doesnôt exempt some groups such as 
politicians, religious bodies and charities, but unless you 
have a ósilent numberô, it does minimise these unsolicited 
calls. 
 

Registrations are  currently valid for 3 years  
The DNCR was initiated 31st May 2007 and numbers 
remain registered for three years. Those who registered 
in 2007 should re-register to continue their avoidance  of 
telemarketing calls. The Government is implementing 
measures to protect existing registrations that are due to 
expire before these changes come into effect - hopefully 
by mid-year. The Government encourages people 
currently on the Register to re-register their numbers as 
soon as they can.  For those who havenôt yet registered: 

Website:      www.donotcall.gov.au/  

Register by phone:       1300 792 958  
- John  

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

T 
HE ñABOUTò PAGE of our website, needs a ñspruce 
upò and therefore a photographic competition will be 

run with a view to using some of the best pictures on our 
website. 

There will be three (3) categories of photographs. These 
must be taken by the Member submitting the Entry.   

Plagiarism will not be tolerated and if found to have taken 
place, the Entry will be disqualified.  

The photographs must be taken in the Port Macquarie 
Hastings Area .  
 

Category 1      (first prizes only in this category) 

¶ Koala                1st prize $40.00 

¶ Kangaroo         1st prize $40.00 

¶ Other native animal or bird from this area .  

             1st prize $40.00 

Category 2.  

Beach Scenes    

¶ Beach Scene   1st prize,  $40.00     

¶ Beach Scene   2nd prize, $20.00       

¶ Beach Scene   3rd prize,  $10.00 

 

Category 3  

Native Flora , Common names will be accepted, 
botanical names if you know them please. 

¶ Native Flora     1st Prize,  $40.00    

¶ Native Flora     2nd Prize, $20.00      

¶ Native Flora     3rd Prize,  $10.00  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conditions:  
All entries must be received by the end of the 
Monthly Meeting 28th June 2010 ï together with the 
Entrantôs Name clearly written on the back of the photograph,  
Date Taken, Type of camera used. Entries must be in printed 
form.  Entries to be given to the Vice President/Web 
Administrator ï Peggy. 

Registered Members only may enter including Committee, with 
the exception of Peggy who is the organizer. 

Entrants may enter one, or all Categories.  Winners will be 
required to give the Web Administrator of copy of the winning 
entry in a digital format  (USB or CD) in order the quality will be 
maintained for the use in the website.  

Judges decision will be final ï No correspondence will be 
entered into. Independent Judges will be used.   

Entry Forms from Peggy.  You may place your entries with 
Peggy at any time before the closing date. 

All Winning Entries will become the property of Port Macquarie 
Seniors Computer Group Inc. to be used in the website.    

Happy snapping - Peggy  

http://www.famous-quotations.com/asp/acategories.asp?Author=Albert+Einstein+%281879%2D1955%29


 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M 
EMBERS OFTEN REMARK  that Picasa imports all images 
from the folders on their computer whether they want 

them or not. This problem is best managed by using the 
Folder Manager . To open Folder Manager in Picasa  click 
on Tools/Folder Manager . After a few seconds you will 

note that all the folders on your computer including the 
Desktop are displayed in the left panel.   You can choose 
whether or not to have Picasa find pictures inside the folder 
by clicking on the relevant button in the area called óFor the 
current Folderô. 

In this example please note that the 
red cross is shown against the 
Desktop Folders and two of the My 
Pictures Folders.  
 
 
The green tick is shown against the 
 other My Pictures  Folders. 
 

You can also pick folders to watch for 
new pictures by clicking on Scan 

Picasa face matching technology  

This feature uses face-matching technology to organize your 

photographs. Once you have created your Faces folders and 

named the photographs, you will be surprised at how good it 

is at identifying faces.  Picasa  will pick the face of each indi-
vidual from all photographs which is then used as a link to 

the original photograph.   

The quality of the faces may appear fuzzy which is because 

they represent only a small part of a photograph which has 

been magnified.  The program will individually select all the 

faces in a group photograph.  Once named and moved to 

the People folder, it is easy to find the original photograph by 

left clicking on it. One must first name the image folder and 

then moves all other faces of the same person into that 

folder. Name tags are enabled by default in Picasa.  

 

You can toggle name tags on and off by following these 
steps: 

In Picasa, click Tools > Options  
Click the Name Tags tab 
Toggle the box next to 'Enable Face Detection ' 
Click OK. 

The procedure is explained by video at the following web 
address: 
h t t p : / / w w w . r e a d w r i t e w e b . c o m / a r c h i v e s /
p i c a s a _ 3 5 _ r u i n i n g _ y o u r _ g o o d _ n a m e _ w i t h _ f a      
ce_recogni.php.  
For a direct link, go to the Hints page of our website and click 
on Picasa Face Matching Video.  

 - Harry  

USING FOLDER MANAGER IN PICASA  

T 
HIS TUTORIAL  IS about listening to books , rather than 
reading them.  If you wish to listen to an MP3-CD Audio 

Book on your iPod while you go for a walk, or other daily 
activity, just follow these steps:  

1. Click Start on the computer/ go to Music on the right hand 
side. 

2. Click on File/New/Folder .  A box will appear, with blue in it. 
Do not click, just type the title of the book. 

3.  Place MP3-CD in drive. Should Windows Media begin to 
play close it.  

4. Double click on the DVD/CD drive to open the disc.  

5. Click once on the folder to select it.  

6. To select all files use CTRL+A , -  to copy the files use 
CTRL+C  

7. Return to the Music folder you created.  

8. Double click on folder in ñMusicò press CTRL+V to  paste 
files into the folder, this may take a few minutes, depending 
on size of file.   When completed close the Window.  

9.  Open the ITUNES program. 

10. Go to file in ITUNES and ñadd folder to libraryò 

11.  A new window will appear. Locate the folder        
in ñmusicò - click on it.  Then click ñSelect 
Folderò.  

12. Files should now transfer to your library in ITUNES. 

13. To see the Files, click on the Music Icon in the Library 
section.  

14. To Transfer to an IPOD - make sure they are not shuffled) 
i.e., turn shuffle off, as chapters can be mixed up, also make 
sure book has chapter 1 at top not bottom. Check size of 
book and whatever memory you have available on IPOD, 
you may only be able to transfer half the book at a time. 

15. Select the files you are going to transfer, click the ñCreate 
Playlist Iconò in the bottom left hand corner of the screen.  

16. Give the Playlist a name.  

17. Plug your IPOD into the computer.  Go to File/Sync IPOD.  
The playlist will now go to the IPOD.  

A full tutorial, plus transferring to MP3 player is on the website.   
http://www.portseniorspc.org.au  

- Kaye 

DOWNLOADING AUDIO BOOKS TO IPOD AND MP3 

http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/picasa_35_ruining_your_good_name_with_fa%20%20%20%20%20%20ce_recogni.php
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/picasa_35_ruining_your_good_name_with_fa%20%20%20%20%20%20ce_recogni.php
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/picasa_35_ruining_your_good_name_with_fa%20%20%20%20%20%20ce_recogni.php

