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DISCLAIMER: 

This newsletter is provided ñAs Isò 
without warranty of any kind.  Each 
reader of the PMSCG newsletter 
assumes complete risk as to the 
accuracy and subsequent use of its 
contents. 

Membership  

OUR COMPUTER GROUP continues to 

prosper; membership has reached 173 

and is continuing to grow. In 2009 we had 

a membership of over 200 mainly 

because of the free Telstra Courses which 

attracted many new members, some of 

whom did not renew membership after 

they had completed the courses of their 

choice.  Keith, our Publicity Officer, will be 

talking to his contacts to let the seniors of 

Port Macquarie know about our 

activities.  A major source of new 

members is recommendation from 

existing members.  Our members are the 

best ambassadors because they are in 

the best position to explain what we do, 

and whether we do a good job teaching 

seniors. We have beginnersô classes 

starting in July so they need to join and 

get their name on the list. If your friends 

are not beginners, there are other courses 

which might interest them. 

Beware of Internet Scams  

I recently met an acquaintance who 

decided to use her little-used lap-top 

computer to connect to the internet.  She 

was immediately exposed to an overseas 

website which informed her that it had 

detected a large number of viruses and 

that she should download a special 

program which would remove them.  She 

paid the upfront fee of $125.00 using her 

credit card, but instead of removing the 

viruses the program actually put some on 

to her computer.  A computer technician 

removed the viruses and installed a new 

antivirus program.  She is an experienced 

user but fell for a common scam and did 

not have an up-to date anti-virus program 

on her computer which would have 

detected the web site as a scam.  It has 

proved to be a costly experience and she 

had to cancel her credit card.  John has 

written an article on page 2 which 

provides some useful advice which I urge 

members to read. 

Photographic Competition  

Our website is visited by hundreds of 

people from all over the world.  Now is 

your chance to get international fame by 

having a photograph taken by you on the 

website showing some of the unique flora 

and fauna which can be found in this area 

of NSW. There are some great prizes for 

local wildlife and flora photographs.  This 

is a chance to get out and about looking 

for that elusive kangaroo, koala, or other 

birds and animals and the fantastic plants 

and flowers which are unique to Port 

Macquarie and Australia. More details in 

Peggyôs article on page 3. 

Treasurerôs Report and Treasurerôs 

Position  

Keith our Treasurer reports that our 

current balance at the bank is 

$11,199.69.  Keith joined the committee in 

February.  Unfortunately, for reasons 

beyond his control, he will be leaving 

Australia in the near future to return to 

Europe.  Under the Constitution the 

Committee can appoint a new Treasurer 

mid-term, and I am pleased to report that 

Graham, our Secretary, has agreed to 

take on the job.  Firstly, I would like to 

thank Keith for taking on the Treasurerôs 

role.  He was well qualified for the job and 

we enjoyed having him on the 

Committee.  I would like to thank him for 

his time with us and wish him and his wife 

well for the future. I would also like to 

thank Graham for taking on this important 

job. 

 - regards Harry  

Winner of the ASCCA 2009 Newsletter Competition  
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MALVERTISING 

Y 
OU CAN GUESS what it means - itôs the combination of 

the words Malicious and advertising  and can place 

internet users at great risk. 

Malvertizing  started about a year ago and is a criminal 

online scam which uses trusted websites that have 

been tricked into distributing false, or bogus 

advertisements.  

These ómalvertisementsô camouflage malicious codes as 

harmless on-line advertisements, (such as free security 

software, etc.) and could lead to harmful content infecting 

the victimôs computer. The óadsô are linked to malicious 

download applications, called Trojans , that can take over 

your computer and steal key-logging data such as credit 

card numbers, or other personal information. 

So, be very careful and not be tempted to get something 

for nothing from a seemingly harmless óadvertô for free 

software: offers to scan your computer for security: scan 

your registry, or program update checkers, etc. 

Your defence against these attacks is to have a full 

commercial security suite, not just a collection of free 

virus checkers, a firewall and anti-spyware. Also, please 

exercise restraint and ignore óadsô that offer something 

for nothing. For example, do not: 

click on a box to claim your prize, you were       

not the ómillionth personô to log onto that site 

Oh, yes. You will probably get something, but not what 

you bargained for! 

Please stay safe on -line ð John  

HARRY PEARS  
OUR GUEST SPEAKER NEXT MONTH 

H 
ARRY WAS OUR guest speaker 

about a year ago and by 

popular demand, has accepted our 

invitation to present another of his 

talks on Typography - the science of 

typesets and fonts. 

His presentation next month will be: 

    The Quirky QWERTY Keyboard  

The talk will use the invention of the typewriter as the 

starting point of an examination of the rather unusual 

punctuation marks used in publishing.  This will lead to a 

review of the Seven Sins of Typography selected from 

a multitude of misdemeanours. 

I am sure you will enjoy Harryôs presentation, liberally 

punctuated with humour, and leave knowing a little more 

about how to use your keyboard. 

- John  

CLASS  BOOKING 

O 
VER THE LAST few months, some members have 
booked for a class at the monthly meeting, not paid 

the $5.00 fee in advance and subsequently have not 

turned up for the lesson.  In other instances, members 

have booked a class, paid the fee, then later realised  

they had another appointment or have changed their 

mind and have not attended the class.  This means that 

other members, who could not attend a course because it 

was fully booked, missed out on an opportunity to attend. 

Some members ring up to cancel their booking, but 

having paid the course fee request a cash refund or the 

fee to be credited to another course.  So far, members 

who have booked online on our website have paid their 

fee at the next available opportunity and attended the 

class, perhaps because when they book, they are sure of 

their commitments.  

These circumstances make the administration of the 

courses difficult and returning course fees is an 

accounting headache. 

Class Bookings Policy  

All members should make sure that when they book a 

class at the monthly meetings, they are able to attend on 

the course date and note the details in their diary, or 

highlight the class details on the on the back of the 

Newsletter. Please note the following policy for class 

bookings: 

 Bookings at the Monthly Meetings   
  Course fee must be paid for at time of booking. 

 Bookings at a class venue   
  Must be paid for at the time of booking. 

 Bookings Online  
Must be paid for at the next monthly meeting, or at 

the next class the member attends, whichever 

comes first. 

 Bookings by phone to Peggy  
Must be paid for at the next monthly meeting, or 

at the next class the member attends, whichever 

comes first. 

 Cancellations and credit for course fees  
Where a member cancels a class within four (4) days of 

the class date, the fee for that class may be credited to 

another class nominated by the member.  

 Credits cannot be transferred to another member.  

 Credits can only be used within the current financial year 

and if not used, will lapse.  

 No cash refunds will be returned to members. 

 
31

st
 March 2010 

Peggy, Vice President  

CLUB  STATISTICS    3 MONTHS  

      JANïMARCH 2010 

Current membership       173 
New members this year       53 

General Meeting attendances  277 
Average General Meeting attendances   87 

Number of classes    16 
Number of class attendances              247 
Average class attendance   16 

We live in a society exquisitely dependent on       

science and technology, in which hardly anyone 

knows anything about science and technology.  

                                                         - Carl Sagan  

 



 
Those parts of the system that you can hit with a 

hammer (not advised) are called hardware ; those 

program instructions that you can only curse at are 

called software.                                                - Anon  

 

PRICE COMPARISON WEBSITES 

W 
HATEVER YOUR NEXT intended purchase, it is well 
worth doing some research and comparing 

products, specifications and price so you can make an 
informed decision. 

For the purposes of this article, letôs say we wish to       
purchase a  digital camera . 
There are many ways to search for a products online, 
hereôs a typical example:- 

1. Use a search engine, for example; Google  

2. Type digital cameras in the Search Box  

3. Click on pages from Australia and Google Search  

4. A dropdown list will appear with your product choice 
followed by; prices,  best buys,  for sale,  compare, etc. 

5. Click on any of these and Google  will list numerous 
online stores which sell (in this case) digital cameras . 
A few of these are listed below:- 

It is suggested that you widen your search and look a 
several of these websites. 

Once you have opened one of these (or other) sites you 
can then explore and fine tune your search: 

Compact or SLR camera 

Manufacturer 

Model number 

Price rangeé and so on. 

 

Some sites have a Compare  facility which allows you to 
make side -by-side comparisons of price and 
specifications between several similar products. 

When doing your Google  search, also look at Reviews 
and Blogs so that you can read independent 
assessments of your intended purchase. 

Note  
You can use these sites to do your research, then shop 
locally, or purchase online. 

If you intend shopping on-line, it is preferable for items 
such as cameras  to be supplied by an Australian      
company with an Australian address.  Foreign websites 
may be cheaper but they will be imported goods and may 
not have Australian warranties. There may also be extra 
shipping costs and import duties. 

PayPal  
When shopping online, it is a good idea to pay for goods 
using PayPal,  as you do not share your personal details, 
(such as credit card number) with the vendor. You are 
also protected to the value of $20,000.00 in the event of 
non-delivery, or receiving goods that did not meet your 
expectations. Conditions apply. 

To get started contact them at http://www.paypal.com.au/ 

- John  

AusPrice  

Camera Store 

Deals Direct 

Digital Cameras 

Digital Camera Warehouse 

eBay 

Get price 

My Shopping 

Shopbot 

Shop Ferret 

Shopping Yahoo 

Shopping Square 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

T 
HE ñABOUTò PAGE of our website, needs a ñspruce 
upò and therefore a photographic competition will be 

run with a view to using some of the best pictures on our 
website. 

There will be three (3) categories of photographs. These 
must be taken by the Member submitting the Entry.   

Plagiarism will not be tolerated and if found to have taken 
place, the Entry will be disqualified.  

The photographs must be taken in the Port Macquarie 
Hastings Area .  
 

Category 1      (first prizes only in this category) 

¶ Koala                1st prize  $40.00 

¶ Kangaroo         1st prize  $40.00 

¶ Other native animal or bird from this area .  

            1st prize  $40.00 
 

Category 2.  

Beach Scenes    

¶ Beach Scene   1st prize   $40.00     

¶ Beach Scene   2nd prize  $20.00       

¶ Beach Scene   3rd prize   $10.00 

 

Category 3  

Native Flora , Common names will be accepted, 
botanical names if you know them please. 

¶ Native Flora     1st Prize   $40.00    

¶ Native Flora     2nd Prize  $20.00      

¶ Native Flora     3rd Prize   $10.00  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conditions:  
All entries must be received by the end of the Monthly Meeting 28th 
June  2010 ï together with the Entrantôs Name clearly written on the 
back of the photograph,  Date Taken, Type of camera used. Entries 
must be in printed form.  Entries to be given to the Vice President/ 
Web Administrator ï Peggy. 

Registered Members only may enter including Committee, with the 
exception of Peggy who is the organizer. 

Entrants may enter 1 Category or all Categories.  Winners will be 
required to give the Web Administrator of copy of the winning entry 
in a digital format (USB or CD) in order that the quality will be 
maintained for the use in the website.  

Judges decision will be final ï No correspondence will be entered 
into. Independent Judges will be used.   

Entry Forms from Peggy.  You may place your entries with Peggy at 
any time before the closing date. 

All Winning Entries will become the Property of Port Macquarie 
Seniors Computer Group Inc. to be used in the website.    

 

Happy snapping - Peggy  




