
Harryôs Comments 

Keeping up with technology  

A 
S IF LEARNING  to use a computer is not 
enough, computer users have to contend 

with new technology coming onto the market.  

Seniors are not generally new adopters of 

technology which is usually the province of the 

younger generation with more money to burn 

on trendy toys.  As more companies get into 

the market the technology improves and 

prices drop, which is the time for the more cost

-conscious buyers to get into the market.  

This month we will be looking at number of 

subjects under the banner of books and 

reading, including book readers, which are an 

alternative to paper based books and are 

taking the world by storm. I have received 

requests from members for a presentation on 

these new devices.  Many of our avid readers 

will like some aspects of these devices but 

may despair at the possible demise of the 

traditional book.  

We know technology is confusing to many 

members and they find it difficult to keep up 

with new products as they come onto the 

market. The PMS Computer Group committee 

is working hard to keep members up-to-date 

with these developments.  

Subjects for Monthly Meetings  

When we look at our statistics of attendance at 

the monthly meetings and classes we are 

aware that a significant number of members 

only attend our monthly meetings. The 

committee is pleased members continue to 

attend the monthly meetings and we want to 

be sure we have subject presentations which 

interest them.  To ensure we keep the interest 

of both beginners and more experienced 

members, we try to balance the subjects so 

there is something for everyone.  Please let 

me know if there is a subject which you think 

should be included in our monthly meeting 

presentations.  

Treasurers Report  

Our current balance at the bank is $11,872.25.   

Photographic Competition  

Members are reminded to submit their 

photographs of local fauna and flora by the 

end of todayôs meeting.  This is your chance to 

win a prize and to have your photographs put  

 

on to our website for the world to see.  I look 

forward to seeing your photographs which will 

be judged by an independent expert. 

Is your Computer Secure?  

At the risk of boring everyone, I must once 

again remind members they must have their 

computer protected by an up-to-date anti -

virus program . Without such protection your 
computer and your identity is at risk and you 

can inadvertently spread viruses to other 

users when you send emails.  There are a 

number of sites which compare antivirus 

programs and prices. Do a Google search for 

ñcompare antivirus programsò or look at the 
following sites:  

For reviews of free antivirus programs:  

http://www.pcworld.idg.com.au/section/

software_and_services/security/  

For reviews of professional/paid for 

antivirus programs:  

http://www.topantivirussoftware.com.au/  

What is the difference between óFreeô and 
óPaid Forô (commercial) antivirus programs? 

It is a question of your own confidence with 

the particular antivirus program you use and 

your pocket. The paid for versions tend to 

have a suite of programs which protect the 

computer from a variety of viruses and other 

nasties.  The major advantage of paid 

versions is they generally have more bells and 

whistles and a help desk you can call if you 

run into a problem, whereas the free programs 

do not, and you are your own. I used a free 

antivirus program for many years and was 

satisfied with the service before changing to a 

paid program.  I have found the help desk 

facility with the paid program particularly 

useful when I have had problems; and I now 

have confidence that my computer is well 

protected. 

I suggest members research online, or by 

reading reviews in computer magazines.  The 

important thing is to update your antivirus 

program each time you switch on your 

computer.  

Please note it is not our policy to recommend 

a particular program to members. 

- Harry  
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REFERENCE MARKS  

A 
S HARRY PEARS mentioned in his talk last 

month: if you wish to make reference 

footnotes , then we usually place an asterisk next to the 

word in the text, and a footnote  preceded by an asterisk 

at the bottom of the page. Well, as we heard you can only 

do this once. 

If you wish to make more than one footnote on the page 

then you must use the following Reference Marks  

1st footnote  *   asterisk                 (on keyboard) 

2nd footnote À   dagger                  (Alt + 0134) 

3rd footnote ÿ   double dagger       (Alt + 0135) 

4th footnote §   section mark          (Alt + 21) 

5th footnote Ɛ   parallel         (Alt + 186) 

6th footnote ¶   paragraph symbol  (Alt + 20) 

So, now when you write your family life story, you will look 

very professional by using the correct footnote reference 

marks, in the right order - of course!                         - John  

BUY YOUR BOOKS ON-LINE AND SAVE 

I  WAS TALKING  to Jenny, one of our members, about 

interesting websites, and she suggested looking at: 

The Book Depository UK at:       

  www.bookdepository.co.uk  

Their website states they are the largest dedicated on-line 

bookseller in the UK, offering the largest range of titles in 

the world.  All books have free worldwide delivery and are 

shipped to nearly 90 countries. 

Currently, the Book Depository  ships over 2½million titles 

within 48 hours, and this figure is rising. So, this is a big 

company and worth trying, especially if you want that 

unique title. 

For example, Harry Pears in his talk 

last month, mentioned an excellent 

and light-hearted book ñEats, Shoots 

& Leavesò - óa zero tolerance 

approach to punctuationô, by Lynne 

Truss. I have read this book, which 

has sold over 3million copies, and 

found it to be both hilarious and 

informative. A great read.   

This can be purchased locally for up to $28.00, or from the 

Book Depository for $13.98 - delivered.  

Thanks Jenny ðfor the website advice  

 HUNDREDS OF ALT KEY SHORTCUTS 

Y 
OU MAY RECALL  an article in the March Newsletter 

explained how to use basic Alt Key short cuts to 

obtain symbols.  Denny sent in details of a website 

dedicated o this subject:   www.usefulshortcuts.com  

- Thanks Denny  

THE CONTROL KEY 

A 
S EXPLAINED BY Harry Pears in his 
excellent presentation last month, we 

have used the QWERTY keyboard since CS Sholes 
made his first commercial typewriter in 1860. 

The advent of computer keyboards saw the introduction 
of new keys such as Control , Alt , and Function . In this 
monthôs issue we will look at the Control  keys located 
at the bottom left and right of the alpha keyboard. 

The Ctrl key, is known as a modifier key, and when 
pressed in conjunction with another key, will perform a 
specific function - known as a shortcut. Shortcuts 
save time as they are usually quicker than leaving the 
keyboard; going to the mouse; clicking on an icon in the 
Menu Bar, and back to the keyboard.  

For example if you wish to regularly Save your work 

done so far, simply key Ctrl + S - and itôs saved. 

There are over 40 general Ctrl f unctions - some are 
rather specialised. The list below shows twelve of the 
more commonly used Ctrl Shortcuts. Note that some 
are mnemonically aided by using an appropriate letter 
or number: for example, Ctrl + P for Print. Where this 
applies, the letter is underlined. 

+ Ctrl  B 

+ Ctrl  I 

+ Ctrl  U 

Bold 

Italics 

Underline 

The following Ctrl Shortcuts are used to modify text 
format, i.e., add, or remove the selected format: it 
works both ways.  E.g., you can óBoldô or óun-boldô 
highlighted text. 

The lists above represent the basic Ctrl Shortcuts 
which should be used whenever possible.  These 
should be repeatedly practised until they become 
second nature. Once you are used to them, you wonôt 
go back to doing it the slow way. 

In future issues we will look at the Function keys. 
- John  

Select All items, or highlighted text                     

Copy selected items / highlighted text 

Paste selected items / highlighted text 

Save 

Print 

Undo last command 

1  single line 

1.5  line 

2   Double line 

+ Ctrl  V 

+ Ctrl  C 

+ Ctrl  A 

+ Ctrl  Z 

+ Ctrl  S 

+ Ctrl  P 

+ Ctrl  1 

+ Ctrl  2 

+ Ctrl  5 

Change line 

spacing on 

highlighted 

text 

Ctrl  

ǆ Ǉ ä ǁ ǀŸ Ŷ Ʒ ƹ ƶ ƸÑ õ  Õ ǂ  Ǆ ǅ ǃ ƽ ƾƿ   



 The Local Area Network in Australia ð the LAN downunder 

 
Only two things are infinite, the universe and human 
stupidity, and I'm not sure about the former."  

- Albert Einstein (1879-1955)  

LIBRARY THING 

T 
HE  LIBRARY  THING  website 

www.librarything.com  is  web 

for cataloguing your books, it costs 

$10USD a year or $25USD for life to 

join. When you add a book the cover comes up as a 

picture, also if there is a photo of the author this can be 

viewed from the gallery on the home page. 

The site also shows how many other members have the 

same book as you, and also some members do book 

reviews. Your collection can also be printed up 

Happy reading  - Kaye  

ELECTRONIC BOOKS 

F 
IRST WE HAD the iPod  or MP3 player 
which changed the way we listened to 

music: now we have a new device which 

will change the way we buy and read 

books.  This new phenomenon which is 

taking the world by storm is the 

Electronic Book  also known as a digital book or eBook. 

There are mainly two types of technology used on these 

devices, LCD and e-Ink display.  

Thousands of books are available and can be 

downloaded to the devices from the internet; some are 

free, or can be purchased at a cheaper price than the 

paper version.  A major factor for seniors will be that 

print size can be adjusted to suit the reader, pages can 

be turned at the touch of a button and they can be read 

in all lighting conditions. With some eBooks you can 

also listen to music whilst you are reading.  

No need to carry bags of books because they can all be 

downloaded to these slim units which measure 

approximately 200 x 150 x 10mm, or about the size of a 

thick magazine.                                                     

- Harry  

ASTRONOMICAL WEBSITES 

A 
T THIS MOMENT, a space probe 

called New Horizons , is 
halfway on its eight year journey to 

Pluto ; in July 2015, it will collect 
scientific information of the only 

major body in our solar system still 

not recorded.  

When the sailing ships were 

exploring the new lands on this planet it would take 

years to bring home news. Now discoveries are received 

at the speed of sound and light. So where do we find this 
information on the Internet? 

www.worldwidetelscope.org   Microsoft and 
N.A.S.A. developed this FREE site. Over 200 short 

videos of all aspects of astronomy and much more. A 

short demo will be given at the June meeting. 

www.NASA.gov  The (American) National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration site, lists all current 76 projects, 
25 completed and also future projects.  

Many other features                                             .                  

www.braeunig.us/space/timeline.htm                    
A Chronology of rocket and space flight development.                                                                                 

Lists of all manned and unmanned flights. 

www.Stellerium.org     A real time Planetarium site. 

www.hubblesite.org   Stunning pictures from out of 
this world. 

Several thousand men have been ñin spaceò, from 32  

countries. 12 have walked on the moon, and 11 have 

paid privately to go there. 23 countries have Space    

programs (Google it and see). 

- Keith C     

A 
T LAST   MONTHôS  General Meeting we heard Kaye  

explain how to download Audio Books to your iPod , 

and our website has details how to download to an MP3 

player. 

However, copyright laws apply to protect the authorôs 

intellectual property from being illegally copied, and in 

Australia, UK and USA, books are protected for 70 years 

after the authorôs death. So, one must be aware of what may 

be lawfully copied. 

When the copyright expires, books are said to be in the 

Public Domain . For example, there are no copyright laws 

relating to the works of Shakespeare; Mark Twain; Jane 

Austen; Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; Jules Verne, and Lewis 

Carroll, etc. 

Books by these and many other authors whose works are  

now in the Public Domain are freely available from the 

AudioOwl website: www.audioowl.com.  

So you wonôt get the latest best 

sellers from this website, but you 

will find loads of classic titles.  

Have a look through the Genres on 

the left: find the Audio Book of 

your choice, then click ódownload 

to MP3ô (bottom right) and ósaveô to 

a file (i.e., My Audio Books folder) 

you have previously created in My Documents . 

These Audi Books are in the Public Domain , so 

there is no need to sign up for  monthly subscriptions.  

I have downloaded 5 recently ð all free. 

Be aware that download sizes may be up to 600Mb. 

After you have downloaded the Audio Book , click on 

this file to open it, and listen to it on your computer. Or, 

if you wish, download this file to your MP3.   

- John  

DOWNLOAD AUDIO BOOKS FROM THE INTERNETðFREE 

 



CLASSES   for further information visit our website and open the óClassesô page            

JULY                                                                                                                  Tea, coffee and biscuits included in course fee    

I July Thursday 0945-1200 DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY     Picasa 3  Library Tech Room Harry $5.00 

5 July Monday  1.45-400 BEGINNERS COURSE LEVEL 1           Class 4 -2 Library Tech Room Peggy 
Course paid 

28 June 

8 July Thursday 0945-1200 EMAILING LEVEL  2  Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

12 July Monday  1.45-400 BEGINNERS COURSE LEVEL 1           Class 4 -3 Library Tech Room Peggy 
Course paid 

28 June 

15 July Thursday 0945-1200 BASIC DIGITAL SCRAPBOOKING 1 - using Gimp  

Repeat class 9 Aug  
Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

19 July Monday  1.45-400 BEGINNERS COURSE LEVEL 1              Class 4 -4 Library Tech Room Peggy 
Course paid 

28 June 

22 July Thursday 0945-1200 INTERNET - BEGINNERS LEVEL 2  Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

26 July Monday 
  0930-10.00  

  10.00-1200          

 Registration & class booking 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING  

Tacking Point     

Tavern 

$2.00 Tea/coffee  

optional  

AUGUST                                                                                                     Tea, coffee and biscuits included in course fee    

2 Aug Monday 1.45-400 TBA Library Tech Room   

5 Aug Thursday 0945-1200 SPREADSHEETS 3 Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

9 Aug Monday 1.45-400 
Repeat class  

BASIC DIGITAL SCRAPBOOKING 1 - using Gimp  
Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

12 Aug Thursday 0945-1200  PUBLICATION PREPARATION -  PUBLISHER 2 Library Tech Room Harry $5.00 

16 Aug Monday 1.45-400 DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY ð GIMP 3 Library Tech Room Harry $5.00 

19 Aug Thursday 0945-1200 BASIC DIGITAL SCRAPBOOKING 2 - using Gimp  Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

23 Aug Monday 1.45-400 POWERPOINT 2  - PRESENTATIONS Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

26 Aug Thursday 0945-1200 FUN WITH WORD 2 ð using Gimp, monograms  Library Tech Room Peggy $5.00 

 

 

Gro u p  me m be rs  a re 

encouraged to submit 

s u i t a b l e  c o m p u t e r 

related material or ideas 

for the Newsletter;  i.e., 

tips and hints, useful or 

interesting web sites.  

                 Michael Randall  

Computer Technician  

Many club members (including the 
Committee) have found Michael to be a first 
class technician who will come to your home 
and fix, or upgrade your computer at a very 
reasonable cost. 

Michael also builds and installs new computers to suit your 
requirements. 

     0422 709 528          sales@mbrcomputing.com  Doug assists with the cost of printing each month  

Please send by e-mail to the Editor at:        

portseniors.pc@gmail.com 

The learning and knowledge that we have, is, at the most, but little compared to that of which we are ignorant. 

Plato - Greek Philosopher 438 ï347 BC 

When using the Internet we should do so in a secure manner.  Whilst Google and 

other Search Engines are wonderful to help find all manner of things, they are not 

the place to locate your Bank, or any site where you are going to type in personal 

information including passwords.   

There is always a danger that what may come up on your screen is a duplicate of 

the site you thought you were going to access, and behind the scenes are 

ñloggersò or some other ñnastyò collecting that information and using it to your 

disadvantage. 


